

McLaughlin Says Redistricting Holding Up Senate Decision
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It’s been more than a week since Republican Assemblyman Steve McLaughlin said he was moving in the direction of mounting a primary challenge against Sen. Roy McDonald, one of the four lawmakers to vote for the successful same-sex marriage bill.

Though he has lined up support from the local Conservative and Republican town committees, McLaughlin isn’t pulling the trigger yet on the campaign.

“It’s still in flux because I don’t know where the heck the lines are,” McLaughlin told me in a phone interview. “It’s still certainly under heavy consideration, we just haven’t made a final decision yet.”

McLaughlin said he was still discussing the merits of a run with his family. There’s also the matter of money: McDonald is expected to have a lot of it.

“There’s obviously a lot of support, there’s a push to do it,” McLaughlin said. “You do weigh out things. You look at the amount of resources that Roy has. You’d be foolish not to do that.”
McLaughlin impressed members of the state Conservative Party earlier this year at the organization’s annual Political Action Conference in Colonie. McLaughlin gave a speech full of one-liners and criticized Senate Republicans writ large for not being more to the right.

McDonald’s campaign website was recently refurbished to include a web video touting the lawmaker’s family and personal history.
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